We have no doubt that her appointment will give pleasure to nurses in the Colonies where she has worked, as also to the heads of the school in which she was trained.
THE HOMES FOR LADY MINTO'S NURSES.
We understand that the arrangements for homes in the several Provinces concerned in the scheme of the Indian Nursing Association are well developed. In the Punjab the existing Home at Kasauli will be utilised, and that at Naini Tal and Bareilly for the United Provinces. The General Provinces have built a Home at Pachmair, where the nurses will be located during the hot weather in turn, and the establishment for the plains will be at Nagpur. The superintendent of Newport Union Infirmary has presented to the Guardians a piano, which she has been able to purchase by means of contributions from well-to-do ratepayers in the neighbourhood. This is an unusual mode of providing the nurses with an instrument of music. The superintendent is to bo congratulated upon the result of her enterprise, and the nurses upon the fact that they have secured tie use of a piano. But it is a growing custom, ?where a considerable number of nurses are employed, for the authorities to supply them with a p.ano, and we think that it is preferable to the -Cevice successfully adopted at Newport.
THE IMPORTANCE OF A MASTER KEY.
At an inquest on a spinster of 30, who committed siicide, when she was clearly insane, in a nursing h?me at Putney, the coroner said that if such homes a;e to be authorised they ought to be run with a knowledge of the treatment required. This is true, but it was stated that mental cases are not taken at the home, and that the patient only developed insanity after she had been there for some time. The medical man who recommended her removal to the institution is the responsible person in the case.
If the matron had been trained at a mental hospital, she would not have told one of the nurses to lock herself in the room with a patient and put the key in her pocket when there was not a duplicate key in the home. In every well-ordered nursing home, whatever the class of patients, a master key to all the rooms should be in the possession of the matron. cases for have been satisfied with the results), taking plenty of milk and meat so cooked that the goodness is preserved,, and all food that nourishes. Then after delivery I followed up the same course of diet, always, of course, subject to the approval of the medical man attending the case, and as far as it was conformable to the rules of the household, superintended the cooking, so that there was no re-heated meat or warmed up, but freshly cooked, hot meals given to the patient; and in all cases so far I have found the mother has been able to breast-feed her baby up to from three to six months at least?one instance especially, the mother and sisters of my patient were astonished at the baby being breast-fed, for they said she was the only one who had done so from the immediate family. I think perhaps much of the hand-feeding for babies is due to the fact that mothers will not quiet themselves and give the time and attention which I am old-fashioned enough to believe must be given if an infant is to be satisfactorily fed. If only mothers could be brought to realise that when they are feeding their babies their minds must be quiet, the atmosphere of the room calm, and not a lot of talking and laughing, nor yet a gloomy silence, but just attention given to the baby. I have seen some mothers, anxious to get the feeding-time over, trying to hurry up the wee one, which ends in the child not being satisfied, and consequently not being able to sleep, and crying ; then they think they cannot satisfy the baby by breast-feeding, and often the failure is only for want of quietness, attention, and the giving up considerable time. Though it may perhaps seem to some irrelevant to the subject, I think the mother-love increases, and mother and child are brought together in a closer bond, when all the claims of maternity are fulfilled. Of course this applies more especially to the well-to-do classes, for I think they are more lax than their less well-to-do sisters, owing to the many social functions they consider they are called upon to attend. By Thy great love for ever free. K ingdand.
